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to avoid seeking them, but the most careful judgment is necessary to
carry out your action. The thirst for office is one of the unfortunate
evils that beset our government; it is too often a snare; its glamor
is like a moonbeam that glimmers but for a time, then fades from
view.

¢ ¢ The relations between you and your clients will be most confi-
dential, and you owe them many duties. First, you must hold sacred
their confidences. Under no circumstances must these be violated.
Another thing, be not hasty with your advice — always take
plenty of time, and remember the best advice is that which avoids
litigation. And yet in some cases it will be necessary for you to
carry the matter into the courts. In that case you must exercise
both care and firmness — you must persevere and never hesitate.

¢ ¢Another thing, my young friends, be true to yourselves, main-
tain the uprightness of your characters, and never under any circum-
stances be guilty of deliberately supporting what your conscience
tells you is wrong." In criminal cases the law always presumes a pris-
oner innocent till he is proved guilty, and that guilt must be estab-
lished beyond a reasonable doubt. There are few cases brought into
court that have not some merit on both sides, and it will be very
seldom that you will be obliged to champion an utterly unworthy
cause.

¢¢In the matter of payment for your services you are entitled to
liberal compensation — it is the privilege of your profession. But
you must bear in mind that your elders, the older heads in the prac-
tice of law, have had a richness of experience that can only come to
you through the years to come. You cannot hope to charge their
Pprices ; you must not think of it.

¢ ¢Never practice any of the smaller tricks that the unworthy
members of the bar so frequently disgrace themselves by doing. You
owe a certain amount of duty to your legal brethren; by them
you will be judged; your status will be gauged by their decision. Be
men among men, honor your calling, and your calling will honor you.

“¢Finally, and in conclusion, let me caution you against the
stumbling-stones and by-ways that will beset your path. Do not
follow a will-o>-the-wisp. You can not seek fame here and fortune
there — you cannot do it and be successful. Be just and vigilant,
make equity your polar star; and generous rewards will be your
portion, your life will be prosperous, and you will merit and receive
the regard of all with whom you are brought in contact.” ”
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