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" , You now enter upon a profession that has in the past and must 
necessarily in the future have great influence upon the well-being of 
society. It is my pleasant duty to confer upon you the honorable 
degree of Bachelor of Laws.' 

" Amid applause the graduates received their degrees, and along 
with the precious documents some very elegant baskets of flowers 
were bestowed. 

" Justice Haight, in addressing the class, said: 
" , In the summer of 1880 there assembled at Saratoga a number 

of eminent gentlemen known as the American Bar Association. They 
discussed, among other things, the question of the elevation of the 
bar, and passed resolutions favoring the establishment of law schools, 
which prior to that time had been few and far between. Up to 1880 
students had been obliged to study in the office of some attorney, 
where they received very little attention, gathering what few points 
they could, unaided by any other assistance than their own efforts. 
A practical law office is a good thing, but it is not and never can be 
the equal of a first-class law school. 

"'Appreciating this, a number of the citizens of this fair city 
succeeded, with the generous aid of the Niagara University, in estab­
lishing such a school, with the Hon. Charles Daniels as dean. Such 
is the school from which you, gentlemen, are now graduated. It is 
no empty honor that you enjoy, but is a privilege guaranteed by the 
Supreme Court. 

'" Law is as ancient as history, and dates from the Garden of Eden 
down through the ages to the stone tablets handed down to Moses. 
As long as man is liable to err, so long will law be a necessity, and its 
study and practice a neccessary and honorable pursuit. 

" , Law is a shield to the weak and a barrier to the strong; it com­
pels you to yield to Cresar what is Cresar's due; it..shields and pro­
tects your life and property, and is the great censor of human action. 

'" There are two kinds of lawyers, and to that kind by whom civil 
law is construed have you allied yourselves. I shall consider myself 
very happy if I am able to drop any suggestions of value to you. In 
your position you will be both a public and a private character. It 
will frequently be your duty to give advice on important sub­
jects, and you must carefully fit yourselves to best advance the 
interests of your clients. 

" 'The legal profession stands in close relationship to the law­
making power,and in all probability some of you will ultimately occu­
py official position. I do not advise you to accept such positions, nor 
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to avoid seeking them, but the most careful judgment is necessary to 
carry out your action. The thirst for office is one of the unfortunate 
evils that beset our government; it is too often a snare; its glamor 
is like a moonbeam that glimmers but for a time, then fades from 
VIew. 

" , The relations between you and your clients will be most confi­
dential, and you owe them many duties. First, you must hold sacred 
their confidences. Under no circumstances must these be violated. 
Another thing, be not hasty with your advice - always take 
plenty of time, and remember the best advice is that which avoids 
litigation. And yet in some cases it will be necessary for you to 
carry the matter into the courts. In that case you must exercise 
both care and firmness - you must persevere and never hesitate. 

"'Another thing, my young friends, be true to yourselves, main­
tain the uprightness of your characters, and never under any circum­
stances be guilty of deliberately supporting what your conscience 
tells you is wrong.· In criminal cases the law always presumes a pris­
oner innocent till he is proved guilty, and that guilt must be estab­
lished beyond a reasonable doubt. There are few cases brought into 
court that have not some merit on both sides, and it will be very 
seldom that you will be obliged to champion an utterly unworthy 
cause. 

" , In the matter of payment for your services you are entitled to 
liberal compensation - it is the privilege of your profession. But 
you must bear in mind that your elders, the older heads in the prac­
tice of law, have had a richness of experience that can only come to 
you through the years to come. You cannot hope to charge their 
prices; you must not think of it. 

" , Never practice any of the smaller tricks that the unworthy 
members of the bar so frequently disgrace themselves by doing. You 
owe a certain amount of duty to your legal brethren; by them 
you will be judged; your status will be gauged by their decision. Be 
men among men, honor your calling, and your calling will honor you. 

" 'Finally, and in conclusion, let me caution you against the 
stumbling-stones and by-ways that will beset your path. Do not 
follow a will-o'-the-wisp. You can not seek fame here and fortune 
there - you cannot do it and be successful. Be just and vigilant, 
make equity your polar star; and generous rewards will be your 
portion, your life will be prosperous, and you will merit and receive 
the regard of all with whom you are brought in contact.' " 
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