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acknowledged and deeply prized by those who have, under God, the 
destinies of Niagara in their hands, they candidly express their 
preference for a crowded register at $~~O per annum for each 
name entered. Is this mercenary, lacking in apostolic spirit (which 
led St. Paul to pronounce money the root of all evil, and yet im­
pelled him to announce collections for his indigent brethren)? 

Niagara is not primarily an eleemosynary institution, main­
tained for the education of "poor but honest" pupils, to para­
phrase somewhat the fourth lection of the breviary in the lives of 
most saints. Yet the charity which Niagara has done in the educa­
tion of Catholic. youth from 1856 to 1906 would, if converted into 
"coin of the realm," place $75,000 to our credit as a fund for the 
maintenance of fifteen burses. Our real estate crowning the 
highest point of Mont Eagle Ridge is roughly valued at $400,000, 
but until a few years ago it was so heavily encumbered by debt that 
we felt obliged almost to take off our hats to the holders of our 
mortgages and thank them for allowing us shelter from Ontario's 
icy blasts. 

It is neither interesting nor necessary to give in detail the his­
tory of Niagara's financial vicissitudes. Like most Catholic insti­
tutions her inheritance has been one chiefly of debt, yet has she 
struggled on through all the years of her existence until to-day her 
financial condition, and especially her prospects, are sound enough 
to warrant her present administrators in the erection of a much 
needed building now nearing completion. It will be the first 
important one erected at Niagara since the construction of the 
Alumni Chapel, begun in 1874 and finished in 1886. We present it 
as our Golden Jubilee offering to Catholic education. In our cata­
logue for the current year the following notice was published, 
together with a cut of the building as it will appear when opened a 
few weeks hence for the accommodation of our students: 

"The increasing demands made upon the institution in recent 
years have made imperative the building now in process of erection. 
Besides the gymnasium proper the new building will contain a study 
hall and dormitory. The building will be located one hundred feet 
south of the present Alumni Hall, its dimensions being 160 feet 
running south, by 90 feet in width. 

"The style of architecture, 'Collegiate Gothic,' modified to 
harmonize with the architecture of the present buildings, has en­
abled the architect to give a design simple, but dignified, and in 
keeping with the purpose of the building. 
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Ample light will be afforded through windows at sides and ends and 
through four large skylights in the roof. 

" No pains or expense will be spared to make this building the 
most complete of its kind in the country. Special attention has 
been given to the lighting~ especially in the study hall~ our own 
plants furnishing the gas and electricity. An efficient system of 
ventilation 'Will always keep the air in the building pure and fresh. 
The heating will be steam piped from the present boiler house. 

" The drainage, plumbing~ and other sanitary arrangements will 
be as perfect as possible." 
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