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RT. REV. THOMAS F. LILLIS, D. D., 1884.
(From Niagara Index, December 15, 1904.)

Father Lillis is the recipient of the following self-explanatory
letter:
Washington, D. C., Nov. 4th.
Arostoric DELEGATION.
Right Rev. Sir,—1I have the pleasure of inclosing herewith the
Pontifical Brief by which His Holiness appoints you Bishop of Leav-
enworth. In sending you felicitations of the Most Eminent Cardinal
Prefect of the Propaganda, I beg also to express my sincerest con-
gratulations for the high dignity to which you have been elevated.
With sentiments of esteem, and fraternal charity, I remain,
Most faithfully in Christ,
D. Farcoxto, Archbishop, Apostolzc Delegation.

Thus has Niagara been once more recognized by the Holy See in

""" the person-of one of her distinguished alumni. This time the honors .~

have fallen on the shoulders of a Western priest, who had labored”
long and faithfully in that portion of the Lord’s vineyard embraced
in the diocese of Kansas City, Mo. Nlagara s alumni of the early
’80’s will remember Thomas F. Lillis as one of the most genial and
studious inmates of our institution; and they will not be at all sur-
prised at the information that he has been selected by the Sovereign
Pontiff to succeed the late Rt. Rev. Dr. Fink, O. S. B., as Bishop of
Leavenworth, Kansas.
) AlthouO‘h his stay within these Walls was a brief one, he endeared
himself to all with whom he had aught to do, and from no place do
more sincere congratulations flow to the new Bishop than from “ Old
Niagara.” Bishop-elect Lillis has spent most of his life.in Kansas
City, and for the past fifteen years has been Vicar General of the
diqcese as well as pastor of Saint Patrick’s Church, in both of which
positions: he has earned golden opinions from all classes, irrespective
of religious affiliations. .
~ Bishop Lillis is still in the prime of his life, being but forty-four
years of age, and brings to his new duties a splendid training, wide
and varied experience with remarkable executive ability. That his
days as chief Pastor of Leavenworth may be many and fruitful is
the earnest hope and prayer of Niagara, both past and present.






