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institution. Every possible effort was made to check the flames,
but all to no purpose, and in a few hours the Seminary of Our Lady
of Angels was only a smoldering mass of ruins. The faculty,
brothers, students, and workmen turned their attention to the saving
of such property as could be removed, and it was while thus en-
gaged that a seminarian named Thomas Hopkins of Brooklyn was
caught by a falling roof and buried in the ruins. In our cemetery
over by the Sacred Grounds stands a monument, the highest in our
marble group to Niagara’s dead, erected by his fellow students to
commemorate the heroism and the untimely end of their companion.

By the destruction of the Seminary two hundred people found
themselves deprived of food and shelter, and had it not been for the
kindness of some neighbors who opened their doors to the homeless
on that sorrowful December night, exposure might have added more
than one little hillock where the dead of Niagara are laid to sleep.
It is especially deserving of mention that the proprietor of the
Mont Eagle Hotel, Mr. DeCamp, immediately offered the shelter
.of his house to all who would accept his hospitality. The greater
number of the students slept that night under his roof, returning in
the morning to gaze upon the ruins of their college home, to gather
what effects they might from the smoldering heap, and to prepare
for journeying to their respective homes.



