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instrumental music had a hold thus early in our career on the 
affections of Niagara's students. All through the programmes of 
entertainments given at various times by the student body, songs 
and music predominate, band, orchestra, glee clubs figuring with 
the greatest regularity. 

A dialogue on "Natural Philosophy" was presented at this 
exhibition by James Muldoon as Professor Muller, James O'Hare 
as Professor Galvani, William Nyhan as Professor Gurnaud, and 
James O'Connor as Deacon Peabody. Thomas McCudden played 
"A Sprig of Shillalah" on the violin, B. J. McDonough sang 
"Gay and Happy," after which James Dunn and Thomas Furlong 
maintained against Thomas Neade and William Connolly that 
"The Middle Ages Were Dark." Joseph McCosker read a French 
essay on "Religious Instruction," Owen O'Brien joined with T. 
McCudden in a violin duet, John O'Reilly delivered the "Valedic­
tory," the college band played" Hail Columbia," the premiums were 
distributed, the "Te Deum " was sung, dinner was taken, and then 
"All Aboard!" was the slogan as the happy students bolted 
bridgeward for their trains. 

College history is necessarily monotonous except to those imme­
diately concerned in its making. The record of anyone year is 
found to be so painfully like its predecessors that unless some pow­
erful extraneous influence intervenes to relieve the sameness of 
local color, the aspect is anything but inviting to the general ob­
server. We are very fond of our college home, but not so foolishly 
fond as to believe that the continued record of exercises, commence­
ments, the quotation of college "rerums," or the outlining of col­
lege freaks, must prove interesting to all the patrons of this book. 
Hence we pass from mere localisms to an event which startled and 
grieved the educational world while enlisting the sympathies of all 
who watched the struggles of our Seminary to establish itself on 
our border side of the Niagara River. 

The work of the scholastic year of '64-'65 was taken up under 
unusually promising circumstances, considering that the Civil War, 
then just over, had had a disturbing effect on houses of learning 
as well as on other institutions which are so momentous in the life of 
a nation. Nearly two hundred students were registered and were 
at work in the prosecution of their studies, when in the early after­
noon of December 5th, 1864, the alarm of fire was sounded and the 
inmates, rushing out, discovered that the roof of Philosophers' Hall 
was blazing with a fury which presaged the destruction of the entire 
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institution. Every possible effort was made to check the flames, 
but all to no purpose, and in a few hours the Seminary of Our Lady 
of Angels was only a smoldering mass of ruins. The faculty, 
brothers, students, and workmen turned their attention to the saving 
of such property as could be removed, and it was while thus en­
gaged that a seminarian named Thomas Hopkins of Brooklyn was 
caught by a falling roof and buried in the ruins. In our cemetery 
over by the Sacred Grounds stands a monument, the highest in our 
marble group to Niagara's dead, erected by his fellow students to 
commemorate the heroism and the untimely end of their companion. 

By the destruction of the Seminary two hundred people found 
themselves deprived of food and shelter, and had it not been for the 
kindness of some neighbors who opened their doors to the homeless 
on that sorrowful December night, exposure might have added more 
than one little hillock where the dead of Niagara are laid to sleep. 
It is especially deserving of mention that the proprietor of the 
Mont Eagle Hotel, Mr. DeCamp, immediately offered the shelter 
of his house to all who would accept his hospitality. The greater 
number of the students slept that night under his roof, returning in 
the morning to gaze upon the ruins of their college home, to gather 
what effects they might from the smoldering heap, and to prepare 
for journeying to their respective homes. 
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