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Messrs. E, Kelly, W. Corcoran, J. McCarthy ; L. Hanley, M. D.,
J. Kavanagh, M. Lyons, Drs. J. Cronyn and G. Fell, Buffalo; P. Ga-
vin, J. Reiger, F. McKenna, J. Lynch, Niagara Falls; E. Laurier,
Dr. Talbot, Suspension Bridge. Chicago diocese was represented by
Revs. F. Henneberry, P. Conway, T. Smith, D. McCaffrey, M. Dor-
ney, M. F. Sullivan, A. Horan, M. Dinneen, F. Lyoch, J. Walsh,
J. Morrissey, J. O’Brien, F. J. Quinn, M. Foley, J. Hynes, F. Lynde,
as also Messrs. Q. Walsh, J. Vidvard, Hon. J. Duncan, Charles
Plamondon, E. Cummings, T. Durkin. From other points: Revs,
J. Gilchrist, and J. Nugent, Jowa; W. Ryan, J. Dolan, J. Halpin,
J. Adler, Mr. Chas. Sutherland, Syracuse; Revs. ¥. Howard
A. Cush, Dr. J. Gallagher, Cleveland ; Revs. M. Ryan, Watkins; T. F.
Carroll, Providence, R. I.; T. J. Sullivan, Thorold, Ont.; Leo Hal-
lin, Ivy Mills, Pa.; Revs. P. McHale, and J. Landry, Germantown,
Pa.; M. Cavanaugh, New Orleans; J. W. Moore, Baltimore; W.
Casey, Palmyra, N. Y.; L. A. Lambert, Scottsville, N. Y.; J. J.
Gormeley, Renova, Pa.; R. J. Powers, Cohoes, N. Y.; J. 0°Connor,
Seneca Falls, N. Y.; J. Davis, Lawrence, Mass.; J. MecInerow,
Amsterdam, N. Y.

“We publish below a few of the letters of regret received by
Father Kavanagh. They explain themselves: ‘

ST. MicHAEL's PALACE,
Toronto, Oct. 12, 1891,
My Dgar Fataer Kavavacs:

I regret exceedingly that I shall not be able to be with you on the
14th inst. to join your hosts of friends in their heartfelt congratula-
tions, and to testify to you my deep respect and esteem for you as
a man and as a priest. The sad occasion of the celebration of the
month’s mind of my only brother in the Cathedral here on Wednesday
next is the cause that prevents me from being present with you on
that day. I wish you a most happy celebration, and T say to you ex
imo corde ad multos annos,

Believe me to be with sincere esteem, faithfully yours in Xt,

Jorx Wawsn, Archbishop of Toronto.

Drocese or Corumsus,
Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 13, 1891.
VerY REv, P. V. Kavanacw, C. M.:
Dear Friend,~1 thank you very cordially for your kind invi-
tation to attend the Silver Jubilee of your ordination to-morrow ; and
I regret very much that I must forego the pleasure and the honor of
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‘taking part in it. It has long been my desire to pay you a visit at
Niagara, and I had anticipated doing 50 on the occasion of your Jubi-
lee. Receive my warm congratulations, however, and, as in & case like
yours, the anniversary should be an oceasion also of thanksgiving to
Almighty God on the part of all your friends for the good work that
twenty-five years of faithful and zeslous service, especially in the
cause of Catholic higher education, have accomplished. I unite with
my felicitations to you a fervent act of ‘thanksgiving to our Lord
for your ministry in behalf of ecclesiastical as well as secular educa-
tion. I hope that you will be long preserved to illustrate the Church
in the United States by still more fruitful labor, and that you may
live to see at least your Golden Jubilee. I think if any of your fellow
workers in the ministry have reason to be grateful to you, they are the
Bishops, to whom you have furnished so many pious and efficient
assistants. Hoping again that your Jubilee may be the occasion of
many encouragements to you from men, and consolations from God,
I remain sincerely yours in Xt,
JorwN A. Warrezsox, Bishop of Columbus,

Erscorar ResmENCE,
81 and 83 Washington Avenue,
Detroit, Mich., Oct. 14, 1891.
Very Rev. P. V. Kavavacr, C. M.: ,

Very Rev. Dear Friend,—Your kind invitation was on my desk
when I returned home last evening. It would afford me great Pleas-
ure to attend the celebration, but I am prevented by home engage-
ments. Permit me to offer my hearty congratulations on the happy
event. _ ~ Yours faithfully in Xt,

Jony Forey, Bishop of Detroit.

ST, Parrick’s CHURCH,
Hartford, Conn., Oct, 11, 1891.
Venry Rev. FaTuer Kavawaen, C. M.:
| Your kind invitation to your Silver Jubilee is to hand, I am
sorry I cannot be present, for many reasons. I always like to honor
8 veteran of the fold, but, as you know, my labors for the last nige
months have been overpowering. All T can say is to wish you many
years of future usefulness, good health, and happiness.
Yours very sincerely,
Jas. Huengs, V. G., Administrator.
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St. JosEru’s CHURCH,
Albany, N. Y., Oct. 13, 1891,
Veey REv. anp DEaz Faraer Kavanacw:

Accept. my most heartfelt thanks for your formal and for your
very kind personal invitation to the celebration of your Silver Jubilee.
It would afford me the greatest pleasure to present you my congratu-
lations in person, but I will not be able to enjoy that privilege. I
must therefore content myself with uniting with all your friends in
offering you my most sincere and warm congratulations upon the
happy completion of twenty-five years in the sacred ministry. Pray-
ing that God in His infinite mercy may spare you for many years to
- come, in order to labor for the advancement of higher education and
the extension of our Holy Faith, I remain, Very Rev. and Dear Father
Kavanagh, Yours very sincerely,

THomas M. A. Buske,

M. St. Mary’s CoLLEGE,
Mt. St, Mary’s P. O.,
Near Emmitsburg, Md., Oect. 11, 1891."
Very Rev. P. V. Kavaxaen, C. M.:

Very Rev. Dear Father,—Your kind invitation to be present
at the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of your ordination
has just been received. I wish I were free to accept it, for it would
afford me great pleasure to be with you on this happy occasion. I
have some duties to attend to this week which will not allow me to go
so far from home. Thanking you for the invitation, and praying
that God may grant you many years to continue your work at the
head of the noble institution over which you have for years presided
with great success, I remain, Very Rev. Father,

Sincerely yours in Xt,
Epw. P. ArreN, President.

CarMELITE MONASTERY,
Falls View, Ont., Oct. 12, 1891.
Vzry REv, axp Dzas Fzr. Kavanacu:

Our whole community joins me in offering you at the occasion
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of your ordination our most cordial
congratulations. May God preserve your useful life for many years
to come, and allow you to celebrate a Golden Jubilee on earth before
you celebrate in Heaven. Yours sincerely in Christ,

A. J. Kezmor, 0. C. C.
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St. Paraick’s CuurcH,
Brooklyn, N. Y., Oct. 11, 1891,
Very REv. P. V. Kavanaen, C. M.: ‘

Very Rev. Dear Sir,—1I beg to acknowledge the receipt on the
9th inst. of your very kind invitation to the celebration of your Sil-
ver Jubilee. I should consider it an honor, as it would, indeed, be a
great pleasure to me, to be one of the many friends who will greet you
on the joyous occasion, but the circumstances in which I am just now
Placed deprive me of all this gratifieation. I pray you to accept,
howeyer, my hearty congratulations and sincere wishes that the Gold-
en Jubilee of your ordination will find you in health and vigor in
the great work in which you are engaged, if not in a more exalted
sphere. Very sincerely and respectfully,

Tros. Taare.

St. JomN's CHURcH REecTony,
Utica, N. Y., Oct. 12, 1891.
Dear Fararr KavanacH:

Thanking you very much for your kind invitation, I regret that
my engagements are such as to make it impossible for me to take
part in the happy festivities. Please accept my heartfelt congratu-
lations, with the wish that your years may be lengthened out until the
golden comes to take the place of the Silver Jubilee.

I remain, yours sincerely in Christ,
J. 8. M. Lyweas.

St. Josrru’s CHURCH,

Albany, October 10, 1801,
My Drar Faraers Kavavaca:

Until to-day I was confident I would be with you ; now I find to my
regret I cannot go. Well, God bless you. I am certain I will meet
you at the Golden Jubilee. How pleasant that will be! Meantime
wishing you health and blessing, I am sincerely yours,

M. SHEEEAN,

CarrEpRAL OoF THE HoLy NaME,

Chicago, Oct. 12, 1891.
Yery REv. P. V. Kavanaca, C. M.: '

Dear Father Kavanagh,—I regret very much that it will be im-
possible for me to be present at the celebration of your twenty-fifth
anniversary. Up to the present time I hoped to be one of Niagara’s
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rejoicing with your numberless friends on this occasion but also to
express our personal love for you —a love which, for many of us,
it would be ingratitude to withhold. Be assured that on next Wed-
nesday we will not fail to join with you in thanking God for the num-
berless blessings bestowed on you and your labors during the past
twenty-five years. To these acts of thanksgiving we will add our
humble petitions to God and His Blessed Mother, that you may be
spared for many a year to render hundreds still unborn as deeply
your debtors as many of the undersigned feel themselves to be.
We are, in love of our Lord and Saint Vincent,
. Your unworthy confreres,
Tae StupenTs AND Novices oF 8T, VINCENT's SEMINARY.

After the celebration of this historic event in the life of Father
Kavanagh, he feared lest he had not been cordial enough or explicit
enough in expressing his thanks to all who had been instrumental in
making the event such a gigantic expression of love for himself and
the institution so dear to his heart. To allay his apprehensions he
inserted the following card in the Index under date of November 19,
1901 :

“ Owing to the extensive and varied programme carried out at the
recent Jubilee exercises held in my honor, I did not have the oppor-
tunity to thank at length those who were chiefly instrumental in
making the occasion a success. 'To the Executive Committee especi-
ally I desire to express my appreciation of their untiring efforts.
Rev. Dr. Quigley, Fathers Henneberry, Baker, Nugent, Walsh, Dor-
ney, Biden, Conway, Messrs. Duncan, Vidvard, Plamondon, with
many others, at the expense of valuable time and with much trouble
to themselves, perfected arrangements in & manner most flattering
indeed to me, yet only in consonance with their reputation as gentle-
men of marked executive ability.

“ The presentation to me of & purse of $5,00¢0 from our com-
bined alumni was an act of generosity for which I take this public
occasion to express my sincerest thanks. I am deeply grateful for
the good will and lLiberality which prompted the presentation of so
munificent and substantial a gift. When I reflect, moreover, that
the disposition of this sum has been left entirely in my hands, I would
be indifferent to noble sentiment if I failed to acknowledge, as I
now publicly do, the deep sense of gratitude which I feel at this new
proof of our alumni’s confidence in me, their old Prefect and Pre~ .
ceptor. Therefore to each and every one of the combined Executive
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Committee, as well as to the rest of our devoted alummi, I beg leave
to express here formally, but none the less sincerely, my deepest ap-
preciation of the honor which they conferred upon me by their wel-
come presence, their congratulations and their munificent gifts. I
- can only pray that God may long preserve them in their spheres of
usefulness, keeping them what they have always been, honorable and
cherished children of * 0ld Niagara.”
P. V. Kavanaesn, C. M.

The remaining three years of Father Kavanagh’s administration
ran along with that monotonous quiet which seemed to be, after all,
the element of life most agreeable to him. To use a common but
significant phrase, he was a great home body, disliking extensive
trips which necessitated any lengthy absence from our institution,
and preferring representation by others instead of attending per-
sonally those gatherings, official or social, which make such frequent
demands upon men in his position. A brisk walk along our river
bank, especially when the elements were in their wildest mood, or a
gentle saunter through the vineyard, orchards, or smiling fields, so
plentiful within our own domains, was all the relaxation that he
cared to seek when brain was heavy or heart was sad from labor or
pain, or both. For, it was an open secret among the members of his
faculty that for many years Father Kavanagh had been ailing from
a malady which Dr. Talbot had foretold to a few would terminate
his Life.

When studies opened in September, 1894, Father Kavanagh was
missing from his accustomed place, having resigned the presidency
of Niagara and accepted an appointment as pastor of our church of
the Immaculate Conception, Baltimore, Md., thus changing places
with his successor, Rev. Father P, McHale, C. M. Sorrow at Father
Kavanagh’s departure was widespread among priests, students,
and domestics who had lived under his fatherly rule. The fact that
he himself had long petitioned to be relieved of a burden which he
had never borne except through obedience to his Superior’s com-
mands, mitigated the grief of Niagara’s household, while the advent
of his successor, so admirably suited in every way to preside over
Niagara’s destinies, plainly indicated that God had provided wisely
for our future.

We cannot refrain from giving our readers an opportunity to
learn how Father Kavanagh was regarded in the diocese in which he
had labored so long. It was the gifted pen of the late Father
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Cronin, once a member of Niagara’s Faculty with Fatin___svanagh,
which gave the following tribute:

“ After an honored service of twenty-nine continuous years ag
Professor, Prefect, Vice-President, and President of Niagara Uni-
versity, the Very Reverend Patrick Vincent Kavanagh, C. M., has at
last, at his own request, been temporarily assigned to a position of
less pressing responsibility and harassing care,

“Father Kavanagh has surely well earned a period of compara-
tive rest. From four o’clock in the morning until far into the night,
he has toiled all those years for God and the weal of the institution
with which he has so long been identified. The worthy successor of
the venerated Father Rice, Father Kavanagh flang himself with
generous self-sacrifice into the work which the other laid down; and
the great growth and prosperity of the University under his presi-
dency show the signal manner in which God has blessed his labors.

“In one sense we feel like congratulating Father Kavanagh upon
having obtained at least this temporary respite from grinding care,
He can now breathe the air of freedom and indulge more than ever
before his fine intellectual tastes. And Yet we cannot think of ¢Qld
Niagara * without him. The institution seemed a part of his life,
Every rock and tree and flower round about was imbedded in his
affections. To his heart Our Lady of Angels, that looks down upon
the rushing river, within whose beloved walls he has spent the young
flower of his life, will always be the dearest spot on earth,

* A more devoted priest or golden-hearted man than Father Kav-
anagh we have never known. Generous, unselfish, and high-souled,
he never knew what it was to do a mean thing. Honor and principle
have ever been his guide. With heart open as the day to his con-
freres and all under his charge, is it any marvel that he was fairly
worshiped by those who came in daily contact with his winsome
character? Men may come and men may go, but the retiring presi-
dent will never be forgotten in ¢ 0ld Niagara.® The memory of his
sunny presence and noble nature will kinger as a perfume round those
historic halls.”

No one acquainted with the two most concerned in the annexed
poem will consider it egotistical if we append what was written as a
farewell to Father Kavanagh by one whe had spent fifteen consecu-
tive years on the Faculty with that good man: ‘
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VALE!

FINISHED at last! my lustrum thrice gone o'er,

And now to say * farewell” — ’tis grief indeed

To one who well remembers how of yore

He stoad a Friend, that sweetest word in need.

E’en tho’ we part, the past shall wear its smile,

Remembrance gilding what. the years might hide;

Kind words, like flow’rs, come back each little while,

And faces miss’d, in dreams with us abide.

Veil not his love that clings unto each spire,

And cross, and stone, where proud “ Niagara * stands,—

Niagara!— To his heart that name is fire, .

Above all flame of love for native land.

» * . » » . .
God speed aright thy feet where’er they tread;
Hope’s brightest star shed blessings on thy head!
—G.
For about five years after leaving Niagara Father Kavanagh
served. as Superior in Baltimore and later at Saint Joseph’s Church,
Emmitsburg. He revisited the scenes of his life’s labors on two great
occasions, when the Index celebrated its Silver Jubilee, February 7,
1895, and again when the Alumni Chapel was reopened January 25,
1898. The affection with which he was greeted on both of these
occasions by his former students and companions plainly showed
that, if possible, love for Father “ P. V.” had been increased during
separation.
Along in October, 1899, Father Kavanagh, after sojourning for

a considerable time at Saint Agnes’ Sanitarium in Baltimore, and later
at Saint Joseph’s Hospital, Philadelphia, in quest of relief from the
malady which was consuming him, set his face towards “ Old Niag-
ara.” He was resigned and cheerful although he felt that the hand
of death was upon him. He halted at the Sisters’ Hospital in Buf-
falo, hoping to recuperate sufficiently to continue his journey and
reach the spot dearest to him on earth. The advice of physicians
dissuaded him from leaving an institution so well equipped where
every possible means known to medical science is exhausted for the
benefit of its patients. During the two months that he remained
under the care of the Sisters of Charity he received the most
devoted attention from them, the doctors, and his brethren at Niag-
ara, When his condition became more alarming, some one of the priests
from Niagara was in constant attendance at his bedside. At length
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in the evening of the 9th of December, fortified by the Emrraments,
surrounded by Saint Vincent’s children, the priests and Sisters of
our “ double family,” Father Kavanagh breathed forth his noble soul
to God. His body, after lying at the home of his brother James,
who with his family had been most devotedy attentive to their priestly
relative, was removed to the Cathedral, where a solemn requiem Mass
was celebrated.  Very Rev. P. McHale, C. M., Father Kavanagh’s
successor as President of Niagara, was invited by the family to be
the celebrant. The deacon was Rev. John W. Hickey, C. M., who
has seen so many years of service at Niagara with Father Rice and
Father Kavanagh. Father P. Conroy, C. M., Director of Semi-
narians, was sub-deacon. About fifty priests were in the sanctuary,
“After Mass his body was transferred by rail to Niagara,
where it lay in state, guarded by the Faculty and seminarians, until
. Wednesday, when the funeral took place. The Seminary Chapel had
been draped in mourning for the occasion; the entire house, in fact,
was in mourning for him who had ruled it so gently, yet so firmly,
for so many years. As long as the body remained, the deepest
silence reigned throughout the house; everyone went about sad at
heart ; his loss was truly mourned by Niagara.
* The entire University, the seminarians in choir and the students
in the body of the chapel, attended the services, which began at 10.48
A. M. Alarge number of priests also attended. The Solemn Office
of the Dead was chanted by the seminarians and the priests. The
mournful chanting was most impressive, for Holy Mother Church
gives full expression in this office to the thoughts and feelings of all
those present. Solemn Mass, coram episcopo, was then celebrated by
Rev. J. W. Hickey, C. M., assisted by Rev. David Kenrick, C. M., as
deacon, and Rev. E. J. V. News, C. M., as sub-deacon. Rev. P. J..
Conroy, C. M., was master of ceremonies. The music of the Mass
- was rendered by the seminarians and the students. The sanctuary
wes crowded with priests come to honer the memory of Father Kav-
anagh, about eighty being present.
“Directly after Mass Father N. H. Baker, 1876, of West Seneca,
N. Y., delivered a touching and eloquent eulogy on the deceased.
The reverend gentleman was a student under Father Kavanagh and
knew well his noble character. In the course of his remarks he dwelt
on the personal magnetism, the sweet, affable manners, the sincerity
and purity of the life, yet the strict disciplinary methods of beloved
Father ‘ P. V., not only in regard to the Study Hall but especially to
the Seminary. He was characterized by Father Baker as one of the
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few great men, a man set apart by God especially for the work he
performed, and a man v 1se equal it will be difficult to find. The
preacher also dwelt on th. rreat love his students bore the departed,
which was especially showri'on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee, yet,
he said, ’midst all that honor and praise, Father Kavanagh was the
same modest man he ever was; they have gathered here to-day, from
far and near, to testify their fidelity and thanks to one who was ever
their friend. The preacher, by the pathetic manner in which he de-
scribed Father ¢ P. V.,’ brought tears to many eyes.

“Rt. Rev. T. M. A. Burke, D. D., Bishop of Albany, gave the
final absolution, after which the body was, for the last time, viewed by
all present. Preceded by the students, seminarians, and priests the
casket was carried to the graveyard north of the University build- -
ings. Close by the tomb of Father Rice his body was laid. One by
one his brothers of the Community and the priests present cast upon
his coffin & shovelful of earth. OId men who had lived and worked,
who had shared his joys and sorrows; young men, his students of
long ago — all paid him, with sorrow, this last duty.

“There were present at the funeral services Father Kavanagh's
immediate relatives of Buffalo, N. Y., his brothers James and Mi-
chael; his nieces, the Misses Augusta, Mary, Alice, Katherine, Eliza-
beth, and Mrs. T. J. Kavanagh; his cousin, Hon. E. S. Cummings,
1883, of Chicago. Delegations of Sisters of Charity, two from
each of the four houses in Buffalo, and representatives of the Sisters
of Saint Joseph from Niagara Falls, were also among the mourners.
A large number of friends from Niagara Falls and Buffalo was also
Ppresent. .

* Of those who attended the funeral we are enabled to inscribe the
following :

"~ “Rt. Rev. T. M. A, Burke, D. D., Bishop of Albany ; Very Rev.
J. J. Sullivan, C. M., 1874; Rev. F. W. Krebs, O. C. C.; Very Rev,
J. F. Butler, O, F. M.; Rev. Jos. Fisher, 1883 Very Rev. R. A.
Lennon, C. M.; Rev. A. A. Bachman, 1873; Very Rev. F. 0'Don-
oghue, C. M., 1870; Rev. J. T. Colgan, 1893; Rev. W. F. Likly,
C. M., 1884; Rev. P. McGee, 1896; Rev. P. V. Byrne, C. M., 1866;
Rev. J. J. Klejna, 1895; Rev. E. A. Antill, C. M., 183 : Rev. J. F.
Kelley, 1895; Rev. D. Kenrick, C. M., 1860; Rev. Casar Keiran,
0. F. M.; Rev. E. J. Quinn, C. M. ; Rev. James Brennan, 1265 ; Rev.
C. J. V. Eckles, C. M., 1871; Rev. A. J. 0O’Connor, 1898 ; Rev. Wmn. -
J. McNab, 1866 ; Rev. F. X. Ludeke, 1889 ; Rev. T. H. Barrett, 1878;
Rev. H. Wright, 1898 ; Rev. R. J. Storey, 1864 ; Rev. T. F. Gleason,
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1895; Rev. J. M. Bustin, 1885; Rev. H. A. Dolan, 1897 ; Rev. B. B.
Grattan, 1862; Rev. J. J. Moriarity, 1895; Rev. M. A. Taylor,
1876; Rev. Francis Sullivan, 1883 ; Rev. M. Salley, 1876; Rev. M. J.
Kean, 1888; Rev. J. A. Lanigan; Rev. J. J. Nash, D. D.; Rev. D.
L. Walsh, 1877; Rev. Daniel O’Brien, 1888; Rev. J. H. Halpin,
1878; Rev. C. O’Byrne; Rev. M. Noonan, 1886; Rev. M. Dwyer,
Rev. T. A. Earley, 1889; Rev. John J. Dealey, 1890; Rev. J. J.
Lynch, 1891; Rev. N. H. Baker, 1876; Rev. J. McGrath, 1873 : Rev.
d. V. Schaus, 1889; Rev. J. L. Morrissey and Rev. W. H. Darcy,
1898; Rev. F. 8. Henneberry, 1879; Rev. Wm. M. Bernet, 1898;
Rev.P. C. Conway, 1889 ; Rev. A. C. Porter, 1899; Rev. M. J. Kelly,
1894 ; Rev. S. E. Airey, 1897 ; Rev. P. T. Mullaney, 1884 ; Rev. E. J.
Rengel, 1893 ; Rev. J. H. Quinn, 0. M. I.; Rev. J. J. Butler, Rev. J.-
Fenger, Rev. D. Casey, Rev. James J. Roche, 1879; Rev. J. F.
Tracy, 1894 ; Rev. P. Berkery, 1877 ; Rev. Phillip A. Best, O. C. C.;
Rev. J. J. Blocmer; L. G. Hanley, Ph. D., M. D., 1887; Hon. E. 8.
Cummings, 1883 ; M. H. Lyons, 1884; G. H. Kennedy, 1889, Rev. J.
F. Kennedy, 1896.”

Good-bye! Father “P. V.” Sweet be thy sleep under Niagara’s sod!

No blazon’d shaft may rear itself aloft,
Proclaiming to the world thy vict’ries won;
Thy loudest dirge, the wild winds as they sigh
Thro’ leafless treetops when the day is done.
But there’s a mem’ry where Niagara flows,
And there are hearts, too, that will hold it dear,
Entwin’d around them as the sweet vine grows
And buds, and blossoms,— thou art ever near!





